Lacrimal drainage following repair of inferior canaliculus.
Eight cases of surgically repaired lower canaliculi were studied to ascertain whether the lower canaliculus is necessary for normal lacrimal drainage and whether it is advisable to probe the superior canaliculus during inferior canalicular repair. Six of 8 patients sutdied had no epiphora despite unsuccessful surgery and a normal Schirmer"1 test. Surgery was successful on 2 pateints. These results indicate that only cosmetic repair is necessary for lacerated lower canaliculi. It is suggested that the upper canalliculus alone provides sufficient lacrimal drainage to prevent epiphora.